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February 14, 2023 

 
Premier Eby,  
 

We are writing to request that you bring the Health Professions and Occupations Act back for debate.  
 
As you are aware, former Bill 36 was the largest bill in recent memory in this province. Instead of 
receiving fulsome debate and answering the questions of British Columbians, your government reduced 
the opportunity for debate by both taking away a full week of the fall session and forcing closure on the 
bill. These actions left gaping holes in the understanding of the legislation for both the public and the 
Members of the Legislative Assembly.  
 
These actions have caused deep concern amongst medical professionals who are left blindsided and 
without explanation from your government. The sections in the latter half of the bill received no debate 
and yet will make drastic changes to the oversight of medical professionals. Board appointees will no 
longer be elected from their colleagues, and we have heard many concerns from professionals that 
these appointees may not have the appropriate professional background to oversee or represent the 
profession.  
 
The bill was intended to build on the proper process from the Steering Committee on Modernization of 
Health Professional Regulation and extensive public consultation that was undertaken. Those reports 
and their facilitators, however, should not be skewed as support for this legislation. While the 
recommendations of the Committee were incorporated, several other changes were made that were 
beyond the scope of the reporting and which did not receive questioning. The way that this bill was 
forced through the Legislature undermines the good work done previously.  
 
It is inappropriate for sweeping changes to be made in a vacuum, particularly when set against the 
backdrop of an ongoing healthcare crisis and labour shortage due in part to excessive government 
bureaucracy. It is unacceptable that the Minister of Health did not report to the public on every part of 
these changes, and did not allow proper time for the bill to be debated and amended as necessary.   
 
As a result of this bill, MLA Olsen has notified the government House Leader that we will no longer be 
supporting bills that have forced closure, no matter their merits.  
 
In situations such as this, we believe you should use the legislative calendar to expose the public to 
legislation by allowing it to sit on the order papers for some time before beginning debate. This allows 
the public, including healthcare professionals, to bring their questions to the table and have them 
answered in the avenue provided to them through the Legislature.  
 
We understand that you share our commitment to strengthening the trust of the public. We ask that in 
light of this objective you commit to finishing the work of debating and considering amendments to the 
bill in full for the benefit of the public.  
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely,  

  
Sonia Furstenau, Leader of the Third Party and 
MLA for Cowichan Valley  
 

 
 

 
 

Adam Olsen, MLA for Saanich North and the 
Islands  

  


